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There they found an atmosphere altogether hostile to the maintenance and development of their education. The elder ladies, with whom they were brought into contact, were too often entirely ignorant and even despised the education of which they had none themselves, and the necessity for which they failed to understand
When these girls were pursued into the Zenanas by the Zenana teachers, and when the elder ladies themselves were subjected to the kindly enlightening influence of these teachers, things began gjeatly to improve; and the progress of education among the women is much greater than the statistics them* selves can show. There is great reluctance to make known the facts connected with Zenana life. Perhaps the highest tribute to the system which the missionaries introduced was paid when the Indian gentlemen of Bengal, during my time, urged the Government to press forward with female education, and emphatically declared that the system to be adopted was the system which the missionaries had proved to be so successful It is earnestly to be hoped that the Government will* in the system oi aided female education, give full and fair play to the great missioiimiy agencies to which the people of India already owe so much.
There was one very melancholy feature of that part of the recent unrest in Bengal which was tinged with sedition, namely, that the influence of the ladies of the family was sometimes exercised against the peace* I do not know that this was by any means very extensive. I am inclined to think that it was not; but where it existed it was very strongly marked. We knew from our secret information that there were some* timei ladies* meetings held, in which sympathy was extended even to anarchists who had been guilty of murder, mud in which ladies gathered together in the Zenanas were urged to do iH that they could to advance the cause of the wicked and mischievous propaganda,
I was once talking to a Mend of mine who, though a member of what is called the National Congress, was not an extremist; forhewasveryclearlyof opinion that in the interests of India it